
The Dutch Medical Appeal 

Leading Dutch healthcare professionals warn against old and new dangers of nuclear weapons 

“70 years after two devastating nuclear bombs on Japan, which caused 250,000 casualties, the 

world still harbours 16,500 nuclear weapons which are up to 1000 times more powerful than those 

that destroyed Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Many are “hair-triggered,” and billions of dollars are being 

spent on modernizing. 

The signatories of this appeal, who work in Dutch healthcare, strongly support the UN call to 

eliminate nuclear weapons completely. The medical, humanitarian, and infrastructural 

consequences are so disastrous that we will not be able to offer any substantial medical help. 

Healthcare professionals will be victims as much as anyone else. 

Meanwhile research shows that even a small nuclear conflict will result in a “nuclear winter,” 

potentially causing up to two billion deaths because of massive crop failures. Moreover, near 

nuclear weapon accidents by technical failure or human error have already brought us near the 

nuclear abyss several times. 

Therefore we call for prevention: don’t let these weapons of mass destruction be used, either on 

purpose or by accident. Elimination, as called upon by the UN, is the ultimate preventive measure. 

A ban on nuclear weapons would be a huge step forward. The Humanitarian Pledge, which is 

calling for the legal gap for nuclear weapon prohibition and elimination to be filled by such a ban, is 

already endorsed by 120 countries. [1] 

We convey this urgent message to whom it concerns: healthcare workers, politicians, and the 

general public.” 

Signed by 110 leading Dutch healthcare executives, clinicians, and scientists, a.o. the professors 

Hans Clevers, Peter de Leeuw, Marcel Levi, Johan Mackenbach, Bob Pinedo and Chris van Weel. 

1] Drafted by the Austrian government, based on presentations and discussions during the two-days 

Conference ‘Humanitarian impact of nuclear weapons’, attended by 158 states (Vienna, December 

2014), send for support to all 193 UN States. 
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